
Children's Voice in Early Years: Starcatchers' Wee People, Big Feelings





Voice of the Baby

Refers to a wide range of 
communications including, 

but not limited to, verbal 
voice (semantic or 

otherwise), nonverbal 
communications like 

movement, expression, 
action, sound, gestures, and 

silences



Starcatchers
Engagement Signals .



Kite Model of Participation

Interdependence: 
Resists dichotomy 
between children 
and adults (e.g. 
Tisdall 2015, 

Lundy et al 2024)

Relational, 
holistic, slow 

(Horgan 2024)

Tensions are 
generative for 

deeper, ongoing 
reflection

Deep recognition 
of babies’ voices, 

contributions, 
influence and 
agency (e.g. 
Hultgren & 

Johannson 2019) 



QR code for 
Reflective Guide

QR code to give 
feedback on the 

Guide



QR code for 
Reflective Guide

QR code to give 
feedback on the 

Guide



The Voice of the Baby Questions 
Framework

WHAT DID THEY TELL 
US?

HOW DID WE KNOW? WHAT DID WE DO 
NEXT?



This area relates to the nature of the space itself, and the materials and 
experiences curated within it

Curating the Space: Creating Permission 
for Play and Creativity

“I felt very at ease in 
the space, it felt very 
safe and welcoming”

“I’m yet to see the 
artists tell the 

children that they 
can’t do something”

“Although the artists mentioned 
being behind in getting it 

prepped, that feeling did not 
seem to be passed on to the 

families who arrived”
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