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Creative Forces Day
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What?

A Creative Forces day gives HE providers an opportunity to bring Service
children from a variety of schools together to experience a day on a
university campus and explore their identity as Service children. It is also an
opportunity to build the capacity of schools to understand and support their
Service children.
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Why?

• Develops aspirations for and awareness of higher education 
opportunities

• Creates opportunities for reflection on life as a service child

• Builds stronger relationships between service children and their peers

• CPD for staff on effective support for service children

• Service children's 'top tips' for staff on how to support them effectively
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Identifying the cohort

• Decide who you want to work with e.g.. primary, secondary, year 
groups etc.

• Identify how many students live in your geographical area and where 
they are studying.

• Advertise to schools through the LA’s school improvement team and/or 
direct approach to schools near local armed forces facilities.



KNOW | CHOOSE | BECOME | PRACTISE | UNDERSTAND

Activity
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Top Tips
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Evaluation



• Identify and connect with your students from Service families

• Inclusion in outreach targeting

• Join your local SCiP Alliance Hub

• Check your institution is signed up to the Armed Forces Covenant

• Form partnerships with military community and county councils

• Collaborate with other local HE institutions/local NCOPs
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Creating a plan of action



• What are the opportunities for you to support Service children in thinking about their 
progression and future goals?

• What are the barriers?

• What already happens well?

• What would you like to see more of?
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Discussion
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The context of the project:
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• 6075 children from military families, making up 3.5% of 
Hampshire’s school population.

• Creative Forces events hosted by the University, in partnership 
with Hampshire County Council, since 2014 to support 
awareness of higher education.

• Some schools working to improve peer support and integration 
of Service children and families but often in isolation.



An opportunity to develop understanding 
and awareness of service life:
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• “Have the chance to explain to other children what it is like/ where they’re from”

• “Combine to create a military day at school”

• “Have assemblies based on military so we are understood”

• “Have military personnel talking about their experience to the entire school” 

• “Let us show the class and school what we do”

• “Leaders do an assembly where we could stand up and tell civilians what it is 
like”

• “Awareness days about being in the forces”

• “More talks about the army, navy etc. Not a lot of people know what it is or how it 
is”



The Festival of Friends model:
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A network of district 
groups, led by a co-
ordinator to engage 
schools with Service 
children populations 

An awards scheme to 
encourage schools to 
develop projects and 

initiatives to support the 
integration of Service 
children and families

A celebration event to 
recognise and raise the 
profile of examples of 
effective practice that 
support integration of 

Service children



Aims of the project:

• To establish strong connections between schools in the county 
and to address the needs identified by Service children, 
focusing on integration in particular. 

• Raise the profile of and celebrate excellent work going on 
between schools and families that promote a positive view of 
the Armed Forces and service families. 

• To pilot a new model for bringing together key stakeholders to 
support the integration and progression of service children that 
could be shared on a local and national basis.
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District Service Pupils Network 
Co-ordinators

• Led by Hampshire County 
Council

• 10 Districts established across 
Hampshire and the IoW, led by 
local co-ordinators

• Over 70 schools engaged at 
some point

• 21 District Group meetings held 
between Summer 2017 and 
Spring 2018, in addition to  other 
means of engaging schools 
utilised by co-ordinators.
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The Festival of Friends Awards scheme:

• Two categories of award: Awareness Raising 
and Welcoming Military Families (separate 
categories for primary and secondary)

• Modest number of submissions, but a high 
level of quality and diversity was noted by the 
judges.

• Across the submissions, estimated that over 
1000 students have been impacted by the 
projects
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Festival of Friends Celebration

• Hosted at the UoW in April 
2018

• Attending students given the 
opportunity to explore 
campus and take part in mini 
taster sessions

• Projects exhibited in a Project 
Showcase, alongside stands 
from other organisations
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Toolkit and sharing of our model:

• ‘How to’ guides for the establishment of a district network, an 
awards scheme and a celebration event.

• Includes case studies from submitted projects including 
insights and suggestions from organisers for schools looking to 
run similar initiatives.
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Success of the project

• The piloting of a new model for collaborative working between 
a HE provider, a local authority and schools. 

• The links forged between schools, the local authority and UoW
through the District Service Pupils Network and the subsequent 
sharing of effective practice and opportunities to support 
Service children. 

• The sharing of our experiences and the case studies submitted 
by schools to the FoF Awards nationally.
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Looking forward:
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• Schools who received prizes are using their funds to develop 
their projects and support for integrating Service children.

• The Service Pupils District Groups are continuing beyond the 
end of funding and looking at ways of engaging more schools 
across Hampshire and the IoW.

• UoW Access and Outreach team working with District Co-
ordinators to gauge the interest in engaging with another 
awards scheme and exploring other opportunities to engage 
the Armed Forces community.


