Correspondences between UK and Irish frameworks with European
qualifications frameworks

Within Europe, two overarching qualifications frameworks exist to which
the national qualifications frameworks of the UK and Ireland relate:

The European Qualifications Framework (EQF) and the Framework for
Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area (FQ-EHEA) also
known as the Bologna Framework.

Table 1 shows the correspondence of levels established between national
qualifications frameworks and the EQF:
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Table 2 shows the outcome of verifying the compatibility of higher education
frameworks for Scotland (FQHEIS/SCQF), for England, Wales and Northern
Ireland (FHEQ) and for the NFQ for Ireland

(NFQ IE) with the FQ-EHEA as follows:
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For more information on compatibility with these frameworks see

http://ec.europa.eu/egf/home_en.htm and www.enic-naric.net.
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How to use this leaflet:

@ This leaflet provides information that allows you to look at the
ways qualifications are organised in the UK and Ireland.

It shows which qualifications in other countries are broadly
comparable in terms of the level of challenge to your qualifications
(or those that you are interested in taking).

On the left side of the principal table you will find the main stages
of education or employment - you can find where you are in
these stages.

To the right of this you can see the nearest levels and similar kinds
of qualifications that are used in the other countries.

This makes it possible to draw broad comparisons in terms
of the level of challenge, rather than direct equivalences,
between qualifications and their levels for each country.

The back page indicates how UK and Irish qualifications
frameworks relate to qualifications frameworks in Europe.

This leaflet is updated periodically. Check one of the websites for
the most up-to-date version.
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Bachelor’s Degree with Honours,
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Bachelor’s Degree with Honours,

Graduate Diploma, Graduate Certificate,

Professional Apprenticeship,
Graduate Apprenticeship,
PDA, SVQ, Award
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