
 

 
 

SCiP Alliance online annual conference 20th October 2020 

08.50  Conference site opens 

Connecting evidence with practice: The Launch of Thriving Lives Toolkit 

09.00 
Welcome to the Conference and 
introduction to the SCiP Alliance 

 Philip Dent 
SCiP Alliance Director 

09.20 
SCiP Alliance and Uni Connect partnerships 

working together for Thriving Lives 
 Claire O’Neill 

Head of the Southern Universities Network 

09.25 
Supporting Service children in school: an 
organisational improvement framework 

 Siobhan Neary 
Head of the International Centre for Guidance Studies, 
University of Derby 

09.45 Audience poll followed by break out discussion groups 

10.10 Break  

10.30 
The Thriving Lives toolkit in action: 

The national pilot 
 James Elliott 

Evaluation and Evidence Manager, Higher Horizons 

10.45 
The Thriving Lives Toolkit in action: 

Three views on adding value 

 Louisa Dobson 
Outreach Hub Officer, Future HY 

 Kim James 
Head of Service, Learning & School Improvement, Oxfordshire 
County Council  

 Jacky Halton 
Headteacher, Crofton Hammond Infant School 

11.05 Q and A panel 
 Panel chair:  
 Kath Lawrence 

SCiP Alliance Head of Operations 

11.30 Break 

Connecting policy with practice  

12.15 Welcome 
 Philip Dent 

SCiP Alliance Director 

12.30 

Policy keynotes: Service children’s 
progression to HE 

England  
Scotland 

 Adam Lambert 
Access and Participation Manager, Office for Students 

 Marcell Phillips 
Policy Advisor, Office for Students 



Wales  Dr. Stephanie Mckendry 
Head of Access, Equality and InclusionUniversity of Strathclyde  

 Dr. Ross Hall  
Partnerships (Armed Forces), University of South Wales 

13.10 

Panel discussion with Q and A 
Speakers joined by Russell Collier, MoD 

DCYP and Minnie Chissel, student at Harper 
Adams University 

 Panel Chair:  
 Bridget Nicholson 

Director of Evidence and Strategy, Naval Families Federation 
and SCiP Alliance board member  

14.00 Break 

Connecting people  

14.15 Welcome 
 Georgina Abbott 

SCiP Alliance Officer 

14.20 
Service life: common threads and different 
contexts through mobility, separation and 

transition 

 Louise Briggs 
Policy Advisor, RAF Families Federation 

 Anna Hutchinson 
Education and Childcare Specialist, Army Families Federation  

 Bridget Nicholson 
Director of Evidence and Strategy, Naval Families Federation 

15.10 

Working in partnership to connect 
Service children: Four examples 

from practice 
 

 Matt Blyton 
Senior Education Advisor, North Yorkshire County Council 

 Nina Collins 
Youth Participation Project Manager, Royal Caledonian 
Education Trust 

 Dr. Michael Hall 
SCiP Alliance Researcher and Evaluation and Research Officer, 
University of Winchester 

 Sara Lamerton 
MKC Heroes Coordinator, The Royal British Legion 

15.35 Q and A panel 
Panel chair: 
 Katherine Lawrence 

SCiP Alliance Head of Operations 

15.55 Break out discussion groups 

16.20 A thriving Alliance - the future 
 Philip Dent 

SCiP Alliance Director 

16.30 
Finish and conference evaluation: 
https://winchester.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/scip-alliance-annual-conference-2020-final-evaluation 
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